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Blue Skies School 181017 Drugs Policy 

The policy was written in accordance with: 

• DfE and ACPO drugs advice for schools – Sept 2012 
• Searching, Screening, and confiscation – Department for Education – Feb 

2014 

This policy is to be used in conjunction with all other school policies, for example, 
safeguarding, behaviour, health and safety, medicines, confidentiality, pastoral 
support, healthy schools, and school visits. 

This policy applies to all students, parents and staff within the school premises 
throughout the duration of the school day. This policy also extends to any after 
school clubs, school trips or visits, and any off-site activities during break or lunch 
times For example, all staff, pupils, parents/carers, governors and partner agencies 
working with schools.  

The purpose of this policy is to protect the wellbeing of both the students and staff 
within Blue Skies School. The school aims to create a space in which all students 
feels safe and able to learn. This will be achieved by following all school policies, as 
well as providing an educational programme relating to the risks of drugs and 
substance abuse which will run alongside programmes promoting good health. 

All staff members are expect to familiarise themselves with this policy. It can be 
located in the school office, staff room, and on the school website. 

Definitions and terminology  

The definition of a drug given by the United Nations office on Drugs and Crime is: “A 
substance people take to change the way they feel, think or behave”.  

Here, “drugs” and “drug education” is used to refer to:  

• All illegal drugs (those controlled by the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971)  

• All legal drugs, including alcohol, tobacco, volatile substances (those giving off a 
gas or vapour which can be inhaled), ketamine, khat, alkyl nitrites (known as 
poppers) and new psychoactive drugs (‘legal highs’)  

• All over-the-counter and prescription medicines.  

The school’s stance towards drugs, health and the needs of pupils  

The possession, use or supply of illegal and other unauthorised drugs in Blue Skies 
School is not acceptable within the boundaries identified within the policy. The 
school is committed to safeguarding the health, safety and wellbeing of all members 
of the school community. In providing drugs education and responding to incidents 
involving drugs, our first concern is the pastoral care and health and safety of 
students.  
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Staff with key responsibility for drugs   

Management of drug-related incidents related incidents including any or all of the 
following: 

• drugs or drugs paraphernalia found on school premises;  

• students in possession of illegal or unauthorised drugs;  

• students supplying unauthorised or illegal drugs;  

• students under the influence of drugs, or exhibiting signs of intoxication or illness; 

• disclosure of drug use; 

• information which suggest student(s) are involved in substance misuse;  

• illegitimate sale/supply of drugs in the school vicinity.  

If there are any suspicions, observations, disclosures or discoveries of situations 
involving illegal and other unauthorised drugs (possession, supply or imbibing):  

(i) Utmost priority will be placed on safety, meeting any medical emergencies 
with first aid and summoning appropriate help before addressing further 
issues. If in doubt, medical assistance will be sought immediately. 

(ii) The Headteacher or the Deputy Headteacher will be informed of the 
situation immediately.  

(iii) Dialogue with the student(s) will be undertaken by the Headteacher or 
Deputy Headteacher as soon as possible in order to determine the facts. 
The emphasis will be on listening to what people have to say and asking 
open rather than closed or leading questions. Consideration will be given 
to separating any students involved in the incident and ensuring that a 
second adult witness is present.  

(iv) The Headteacher or the Deputy Headteacher will inform, consult and 
involve others as necessary. Careful attention will be given to respecting 
the confidentiality of those involved. 

(v) Where they have reasonable grounds for suspecting that a student(s) may 
have an illegal or unauthorised drug, they will be escorted to a senior 
member of staff who will make every effort to encourage the individual to 
hand the item(s) over voluntarily, in the presence of a second member of 
staff. Where possible the gender of the member of staff carrying out a 
search will correspond to the gender of the student. Where the individual 
refuses, the Headteacher, or member of staff authorised by them, may 
exercise their statutory power to search the student(s) or their 
possessions, without consent. Education and Inspections Act 2006 (s93) 
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(vi) Staff may search school property, for example, students’ lockers, if they 
believe drugs to be stored there. Prior consent will always be sought. 
Individuals will be made aware that if consent is refused the school may 
wish to proceed with a search. 

(vii) After any search involving students, parents/carers will normally be 
contacted by the school, regardless of whether the result of the search 
was positive or negative.  

(viii)  Any substance suspected of being a drug will be confiscated. In taking 
temporary possession of a suspected substance, a second adult witness 
will be present, the sample will be sealed in a plastic bag with details of the 
date, time and witness present and then locked in the security cupboard. If 
the substance is suspected to be an illegal drug, the police will be notified 
immediately, in order that they may collect it for identification and then 
store or dispose of it in line with locally agreed protocols. In the majority of 
cases, parents will be notified immediately unless this is not in the best 
interests of the student. 

(ix) A detailed record of the incident will be made by the Headteacher. A copy 
of the record will be kept by the Headteacher. There will be no other 
copies of the incidents.  

(x) The school will maintain vigilance about drug-related incidents in the local 
community through contact with police and other relevant agencies. 

 

Responses to drug related incidents  

The school will consider each incident individually and will employ a range of 
responses to deal with each incident. Any response will balance the needs of the 
individual with those of the wider community and will aim to provide students with the 
opportunity to learn from their mistakes and develop as individuals.  

(i) While there is no legal obligation to inform the police, if an offence against 
the Misuse of Drugs Act is suspected or substantiated, it will be 
appropriate to consider contacting the police. If so, the Headteacher, or 
member of staff authorised by them, will make the call.  

(ii) If necessary, an urgent meeting will take place on the same day as the 
incident, or as soon as possible (between the Headteacher and 
appropriate member of SLT) in order to decide whether others outside the 
school should be informed. These may include parents/carers, , the 
appropriate personnel in the LA, Childrens’ Social Care and police. 

(iii) Responses to / sanctions against students who commit drug offences will 
be decided following dialogue between the Headteacher, appropriate 
member(s) of staff, Drugs Liaison Officer and other appropriate 
colleagues. Possible responses include: - targeted intervention - referral - 
counselling - behaviour support plans - inter-agency programmes - fixed-
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term exclusion - pastoral support programmes - a managed move - 
permanent exclusion Responses and sanctions will take into account: - the 
seriousness of the incident - the short and long term welfare of the 
student(s) concerned - the short and long term welfare of other students - 
guidance in DfE and ACPO drug advice for schools (DfE-00001-2012) 
consistency with published school rules, codes and expectations - 
consistency with disciplinary action for other drug related incidents - 
consistency with disciplinary action for other misdemeanours. 

(iv) The Headteacher will take responsibility for liaison with the media if 
required.  

 

Early Intervention Early Intervention  

The school has a key role in identifying students at risk of drug misuse. The process 
of identifying needs should aim to distinguish between students who require general 
information, those who could benefit from targeted prevention, and those who 
require a detailed needs assessment and more intensive support. 8 The school will 
also be alert  

 

Staff support and training  

Staff will be provided with regular drugs and alcohol awareness training accessed 
through an external provider e.g. Kenward Trust 

 

Management of drugs at school and on school trips  

Any drug paraphernalia or suspected illegal and unauthorised drugs will be 
confiscated and the police informed 

 

Searching 

School staff can search a pupil for any item if the pupil agrees.  

Headteachers and staff authorised by them have a statutory power to search 
pupils or their possessions, without consent, where they have reasonable 
grounds for suspecting that the pupil may have a prohibited item. Prohibited 
items are:  

• Knives or weapons 

• Alcohol 
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• Illegal drugs 

• Stolen items 

• Tobacco and cigarette papers 

• Fireworks 

• Pornographic images 

• Any article that the member of staff reasonably suspects has been, or is likely 
to be, used to commit an offence, or to cause personal injury to, or damage to 
the property of, any person (including the pupil).  

Headteachers and authorised staff can also search for any item banned by the 
school rules which has been identified in the rules as an item which may be 
searched for.  

• If a pupil refuses to be searched, the school may refuse to have the pupil on 
the premises. Health and safety legislation requires a school to be managed 
in a way which does not expose pupils or staff to risks to their health and 
safety and this would include making reasonable rules as a condition of 
admittance.  

• If a pupil fails to comply, and the school does not let the pupil in, the school 
has not excluded the pupil and the pupil’s absence should be treated as 
unauthorised. The pupil should comply with the rules and attend.  

 

Schools’ obligations under the European Convention on Human Rights 
(ECHR)  

• Under article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights pupils have a 
right to respect for their private life. In the context of these particular powers, 
this means that pupils have the right to expect a reasonable level of personal 
privacy.  

• The right under Article 8 is not absolute, it can be interfered with but any 
interference with this right by a school (or any public body) must be justified 
and proportionate.  

• The powers to search in the Education Act 1996 are compatible with Article 8. 
A school exercising those powers lawfully should have no difficulty in 
demonstrating that it has also acted in accordance with Article 8. This advice 
will assist schools in deciding how to exercise the searching powers in a 
lawful way.  
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Searching with consent  

Schools’ common law powers to search: 

• School staff can search pupils with their consent for any item.  

• Schools are not required to have formal written consent from the pupil for this 
sort of search – it is enough for the teacher to ask the pupil to turn out his or 
her pockets or if the teacher can look in the pupil’s bag or locker and for the 
pupil to agree.  

• Schools should make clear in their school behaviour policy and in 
communications to parents and pupils what items are banned.  

• If a member of staff suspects a pupil has a banned item in his/her possession, 
they can instruct the pupil to turn out his or her pockets or bag and if the pupil 
refuses, the teacher can apply an appropriate punishment as set out in the 
school’s behaviour policy.  

• A pupil refusing to co-operate with such a search raises the same kind of 
issues as where a pupil refuses to stay in a detention or refuses to stop any 
other unacceptable behaviour when instructed by a member of staff – in such 
circumstances, schools can apply an appropriate disciplinary penalty.  

 

Searching without consent  

What the law says:  

What can be searched for?  

• Knives or weapons, alcohol, illegal drugs and stolen items; and  

• Tobacco and cigarette papers, fireworks and pornographic images; and  

• Any article that the member of staff reasonably suspects has been, or is likely 
to be, used to commit an offence, or to cause personal injury to, or damage to 
property; and  

• Any item banned by the school rules which has been identified in the rules as 
an item which may be searched for.  
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Who will search? 

• Headteacher or a member of school staff and authorised by the Headteacher.  

• The search will be carried out be a member of the same sex as the pupil 
being searched; and there must be a witness (also a staff member) and, 
where it is at all possible, they should be the same sex as the pupil being 
searched.  

• There is a limited exception to this rule, a search of a pupil of the opposite sex 
to you and without a witness present, but only where you reasonably believe 
that there is a risk that serious harm will be caused to a person if you do not 
conduct the search immediately and where it is not reasonably practicable to 
summon another member of staff.  

• The search will be carried out if it is felt there are reasonable grounds for 
suspecting that a pupil is in possession of a prohibited item.  

 

Authorising members of staff  

The Headteacher should decide who to authorise to use these powers. There is 
no requirement to provide authorisation in writing.   

• Staff, other than security staff, can refuse to undertake a search. The law 
states that Headteachers may not require anyone other than a member of the 
school security staff to undertake a search.  

• Staff can be authorised to search for some items but not others; for example, 
a member of staff could be authorised to search for stolen property, but not for 
weapons or knives.  

 

Establishing grounds for a search  

• Teachers can only undertake a search without consent if they have 
reasonable grounds for suspecting that a pupil may have in his or her 
possession a prohibited item. The teacher must decide in each particular case 
what constitutes reasonable grounds for suspicion. For example, they may 
have heard other pupils talking about the item or they might notice a pupil 
behaving in a way that causes them to be suspicious.  

• In the exceptional circumstances when it is necessary to conduct a search of 
a pupil of the opposite sex or in the absence of a witness, the member of staff 
conducting the search should bear in mind that a pupil’s expectation of 
privacy increases as they get older.  
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• The powers allow school staff to search regardless of whether the pupil is 
found after the search to have that item. This includes circumstances where 
staff suspect a pupil of having items such as illegal drugs or stolen property 
which are later found not to be illegal or stolen.  

Location of a search  

• Searches without consent can only be carried out on the school premises or, 
if elsewhere, where the member of staff has lawful control or charge of the 
pupil, for example on school trips in England or in training settings.  

• The powers only apply in England.  

 

Confiscation 

Schools’ general power to discipline, as set out in Section 91 of the Education 
and Inspections Act 2006, enables a member of staff to confiscate, retain or 
dispose of a pupil’s property as a disciplinary penalty, where reasonable to do so.  

Where the member of staff finds other substances which are not believed to be 
controlled drugs these can be confiscated where that member of staff believes 
them to be harmful or detrimental to good order and discipline. This would include 
new psychoactive substances or ‘legal highs’. If school staff are unable to identify 
the legal status of a drug, it should be treated as a controlled drug.  

School staff can seize any prohibited item found as a result of a search. They can 
also seize any item, however found, which they consider harmful or detrimental to 
school discipline.  

Any substances or weapons confiscated when a student is searched should be 
taken to the Headteacher immediately and will be locked away securely until they 
are given to the police.  

Parents will be informed in the case of any search being made and of any 
banned items, illegal substances or weapons being found.  

 

Police involvement  

• If an illegal weapon or substance is found on the school premises (or on a 
school trip) the police will be informed. 
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The needs of pupils  

Students will be made aware of internal support mechanisms and external support 
structures through the schools PSHE provision. 

 

Involvement of parents/carers  

• Parents/carers will be informed if there are any incidents involving illegal and 
other unauthorised drugs which involve their child.  

 

The role of proprietors 

• If any prohibited substance, pornography or weapons are found on the school 
premises the Headteacher will inform one of the proprietors 

 

Staff conduct and drugs  

All staff will be made aware of their responsibilities in relation to drinking and other 
drug use in school hours and on school trips.  
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Local and national references  

Addaction is one of the UK’s largest specialist drug and alcohol treatment charities. 
As well as adult services, they provide services specifically tailored to the needs of 
young people and their parents. The Skills for Life project supports young people 
with drug misusing parents.  

Website: www.addaction.org.uk  

ADFAM offers information to families of drug and alcohol users, and the website has 
a database of local family support services. 
Tel: 020 7553 7640 Email: admin@adfam.org.uk 
Website: www.adfam.org.uk  

Alcohol Concern works to reduce the incidence and costs of alcohol-related harm 
and to increase the range and quality of services available to people with alcohol-
related problems 
Tel: 020 7264 0510. Email: contact@alcoholconcern.org.uk  

Website: www.alcoholconcern.org.uk  

ASH (Action on Smoking and Health) A campaigning public health charity aiming 
to reduce the health problems caused by tobacco. 
Tel: 020 7739 5902 Email: enquiries@ash.org.uk 
Website: www.ash.org.uk  

Children’s Legal Centre operates a free and confidential legal advice and 
information service covering all aspects of law and policy affecting children and 
young people. Tel:01206877910 Email:clc@essex.ac.uk 
Website: www.childrenslegalcentre.com  

Children’s Rights Alliance for England - A charity working to improve the lives and 
status of all children in England through the fullest implementation of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Email: info@crae.org.uk Website: www.crae.org.uk  

Drinkaware - An independent charity that promotes responsible drinking through 
innovative ways to challenge the national drinking culture, helping reduce alcohol 
misuse and minimise alcohol related harm. 
Tel: 020 7307 7450 Website: www.drinkaware.co.uk/  

Drinkline - A free and confidential helpline for anyone who is concerned about their 
own or someone else’s drinking. 
Tel: 0800 917 8282 (lines are open 24 hours a day)  

Drug Education Forum – this website contains a number of useful papers and 
briefing sheets for use by practitioners: 
Website: www.drugeducationforum.com/  
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DrugScope is a centre of expertise on illegal drugs, aiming to inform policy 
development and reduce drug-related risk. The website includes detailed drug 
information and access to the Information and Library Service. DrugScope also hosts 
the Drug Education Practitioners Forum.  

Tel: 020 7520 7550 Email: info@drugscope.org.uk Website: www.drugscope.org.uk  

FRANK is the national drugs awareness campaign aiming to raise awareness 
amongst young people of the risks of illegal drugs, and to provide information and 
advice. It also provides support to parents/carers, helping to give them the skills and 
confidence to communicate with their children about drugs.  

24 Hour Helpline: 0800 776600 Email: frank@talktofrank.com Website: 
www.talktofrank.com  

Mentor UK is a non-government organisation with a focus on protecting the health 
and wellbeing of children and young people to reduce the damage that drugs can do 
to their lives. 
Tel: 020 7739 8494. Email admin@mentoruk.org  

Website: www.mentoruk.org.uk  

National Children’s Bureau promotes the interests and well-being of all children 
and young people across every aspect of their lives. 
Tel:02078436000 Website:www.ncb.org.uk  

Family Lives - A charity offering support and information to anyone parenting a child 
or teenager. It runs a free-phone helpline and courses for parents, and develops 
innovative projects. 
Tel:08008002222 Website: http://familylives.org.uk/  

Re-Solv (Society for the Prevention of Solvent and Volatile Substance Abuse)  

A national charity providing information for teachers, other professionals, parents 
and young people. 
Tel:01785817885 Informationline:01785810762 
Email: information@re-solv.org Website: www.re-solv.org  

Smokefree - NHS Smoking Helpline: 0800 169 0 169 Website: 
http://smokefree.nhs.uk  

Stars National Initiative offers support for anyone working with children, young 
people and families affected by parental drug and alcohol misuse. 
Website: www.starsnationalinitiative.org.uk  

Youth Offending Teams – Local Youth Offending Teams are multi-agency teams 
and are the responsibility of the local authority, who have a statutory duty to [prevent 
offending by young people under the age of 18. 
Website: https://www.gov.uk/youth-offending-team  


